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Ah — the Miniſter of thar Place. 


H Spd a Bo ard the Granada in Port Royal Harbour, June 22, 1692. 
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. . - Dear Friend, j = ; 2 
Doubt not but you will both from Gazetts, 
and Letters hear of the great Calamity that 
hath befallen this Hand by a Terrible Earth- 
| can on the 7th Inſtant, which hath thrown 
3 own almoſt all the Houſes, Churches, Su- 
par-Works,. Mills, and Bridges through the whole 
Country! It tore the-Rocks and Mountarms, and 
deſtroyed ſome whole Plantations, and threw them 
into the Sea, but Port-Royall.had much the greateſt 
ſhare in this terrible Judgment of. God ; I will 
therefore be more particular in giving you an Ac- 
count of .its Proceedings in thar Place, that you 
may know what my- danger was, | and how unex- 
pets my Preſervation. - On Wedneſday the 7th of 
Fuel bad been at Church Reading Prayers, which 
I did every day fince I was R 


| Ungodly Debauched People, -an 
Place hard by the Church, where the Merchants 


uſed to meet, and where the Preſident of the Coun- . 


cil was, who a&ts now in Chief 'till we have a new 


Governour ; who came into my Company, and. 


engaged me to takea Glaſs of wormwood Wine with 
him asa whet before Dinner, he being my very great 
Friend, I ſtaid with him, upon which, he lighted' 
A Pipe of Tobacco, which he was pretty long a 


taking'; and not being willing to leave him betore ' 


it was out, this detained me from going to Dinner 


to. one Captain Ruden's, where [ was to Dine ;. 


whoſe Houſe upon the firft Concuſſion ſunk firſt 
into the Earth, and then into the Sea, with his 
Wife, and Family, and ſome that were.come to 
Dine with him ; had I been there T had been loſt. 
But to Return to the Preſident, and his Pipe of 
"Tobacco; before that was out, -I found'the ground 
rowling and moving under my feet, upon which I 
faid to. him, Lord, Sir, what's th? he replyed 
very compoſedly,. being a very Grave Man, It xs 
an Earthquake, be not afraid, it will ſoon be cver, 
bur ir increaſed, and we heard the Church and 
Tower'fall, upon which, we ran to fave our ſelves ; 
I quickly loſt him, and made roward Adorgar's 
Fort, which being a wide open place, I thought 
to be there ſecureſt from the falling Houſes ; Bur 
as I made toward it, I faw the Earth open and 
fwallow up a multitude of People, and the Sea 


mounting in upon us over the Fortifications. I then 


Kid afide all thoughts of eſcaping, and refolv'd to 
make toward my own Lodging, and there to meet 


Death in as good a Poſture as I could ; From the 


, and was gone to a ' 


. Where I found-the 
joyed to fee me ; there 1 continued thar night, but * 
could not {leep for the returns of the Earthquake | 
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Place where I was, I was forced to crofs and run 
through two or three very narfow Streets, the: 
Houfs and Walls fell on each fide of me, ſome 
Bricks came rowling over my ſhooes, but none hurt 
me:; when I came to my Lodging 1 found there 
all things in the fame order I left them, not a Pi- 


" ure, of which there were ſeveral fair ones in my 


Chamber, being out of its place, 1 went to-my 


Balconey to view the Street in which our Houle . 


ſtood, and faw never a Houſe down there, nor the 
ground ſo much as crack'd ; the People ſeeing me 
there, cry'd out to me to come andPray with them ; 
when I came into the Street wy one hid hold on 
my Cloaths and embraced me, that with their fear 
and kindneſs I was almoſt ſtifled ; I perfwaded them 


E. of Zext-Repey t aſt.to kneel down, and make 2 large Ring, which + 
i arnong a WF I prayed bags pan near an b_ when 


1 was almoſt ſpent. with the heat of the Sun,' and 
the exerciſe, they then brought me a Chair, the 
Earth working all the while with new motions, and 
tremblings, like the rowlings of the Sea ; infomuch 
that ſometimes wheri I was at Prayer I could hardly 
keep my felf upon my knees. . By that time I had 
been half an hour longer with them, in ſetting be- 
fore them their Sins and heinous Provocations, and 
in ſerioufly exhorting them to Repentance, there 
came ſome Merchants to me of the Place, - who de 
ſired me to go aboard ſome Ship in the Harbour, 


and refreſh my ſelf, telling me that they had gotren 


a Boat to. carry me oft; ſo coming to the Sea, 
which had entirely ſwallowed up the Wharf, with 


all thoſe goodly Brick Houſes upon it, , moſt of them 


2s fine as thoſe in Cheapſide, and rwo Intite Streets 
beyond thar : I upon the tops of ſome Houſes which 
hy levelled with the ſurface of the water, got firſt 
into _ and then _ a Long-Boar, which 
put me aboard a Ip called the S:29-Merchant, 


t fake, who was over- 


almoſt every' hour, which made all the Guns in the 


Ship to jarr and rattle : The next day I went from 


Ship ro Ship to Vilit thoſe that were bruiſed, and 
a'dying, and to Pray with them, and likewiſe ro 


do the laſt Office at the ſinking of feyeral Corps 


that came floating from the For, which indeed 
hath been my forrowtul Employment ever tince 1 
came aboard this Ship with detign to come tor Eng- 


land, we having nothing burſhakings ot the = SF P 
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ever ſince; and the Peaple being, ſo deſperately... all in haſte to build a new Town near the Rock in 
wicked it makes me afraid to ftay ip the Place ;  LignqueazthePpardian of yhis Kland. The French 


for that very day this terrible Earthquaqe was, from Piuguaveis did attack * this Ifland on the 


as ſoon as night came on, a Company of lewd; North fide, but were all defeated and deſtroy'd, it 
Rogues whom they call Pirageegs, Fel to breaking + being abgut -the time of the Earthquake. ©” . 
open Warchouſes, and Houſes deferted, to Rab | i. 2 LO Py 4 ; 
and Rifle their Neighbours whilſt the Earth treny ; . Fune 28, 1692; = 
bled under them, and ſome of the. Houſes fell on. Fe. fince that fatal day, the moft terrible that 
thera in the Ad: And thofe audacibus Whores that - IA ever I faw.in my life, Shave liv'd. on Bpayd'a 
remain ſtill upon the Place, are as Impudent, . and Ship,for the ſhakings of the Earth return every now 
Drunken as ever. | I have been twice on Shoar to __ then ; Yeſterday we had a very great one, but 
Pray with the Bruiſed and Dying People, and to - it ſeems leſs terrible an- Ship-beard than on Shoar, 
Chriſten Children, where I met too many Drunk yet I have ventur'd to Port-Royat ho lets than three 
and Swearing, I did not ſpare them, nor the Ma- times fince its defolation,among the fhatteret Houl& 
oiſtrates or” of who have ſuffered Wickednefs to to Bury the dead, and Pray with the Sick, and Chri- 
grow to fo great a height; Ihave I bleſs God, to ften the:Chitdren. Sunday aft I N Ong 
the belt of my $kill and power diſcharged my them in a Tent, the Houſes that remain- being 1o 
Duty in this place, which you will hear from moſt fhatter'd, 'that T durſt "ove venture . to' Preach in 
Perſons that come from hence; I have' Preached fo them ; the People axe' overjoy'd to fe'me ameng 
ſeaſonably to them, and ſo plain inthelaft Sermon I them, and wept bitterly when I preached 1s thegi: | 
Preached to them in the Church ; I ſer before them T hope by this terrible - Judgment, 'Gad will make 
what would be the iflue of their impenitence, and them reform their hives, for there was not a more 
Wickedneſs, that they have fince confeſſed, rhat ir ungodly People oh the Face of the Earth. - & is afad 
' was more like a Prophelie than a Sermon ; ] had, tight to ſee all this Harbour, one of the fawelt and 
I confeſs, an impulſe on me to do it : And many goodlieſt Tever faw covered with the' dead Badies of 
times I have preached in this Pulpit, things thar T Pt ple of all conditions flaating up and down with- 
never premeditated at home, and could nat; me- out burial, for our great arid famous -Burial-place, 
thought, da otherwiſe. The day when all this befei called the Palkſadoes was deſtroyed by the Earth- 
us. was very clear, afforded not the fufpition of the quake, andthe Sea waſhed the Carcalaffes -of thoſe 
leaſt evil; but iq the ſpace of three Mimutes, abour that were buried ur of their.Graves, their Tombs 


half an hour after Eleven in the Morning, Pore being daſhed to prcer by the Earthquake, of which 


Royal, the faireſt Town of all the Engliſh Plantati- 
ons; the belt Emporigm and Mart -of this part, q 
the Werld, exceeding in irs Riches, plentiful- © 
all good things, was ſhaken and ſhattered to pieces, 
and ſunk into, and covered for the greatelt | 
by the Sea, and will in a ſhort time be wholly 
eaten up by it ; for few of thoſe Houſes that yer 
ſtand, re left whole, and every day we hear 
them fall, and the Sea daily incroaches upon it z 
we gueſs, that by the falling of the Houſes, and 
the opening of the Earth, and the Inundation of the 
Waters, there are loſt Fifteen hundred perſons, 
and many of good note, of whom my good Friend 
Attorney General Aſuſgrove , Provolt Marſhal 
| Reves another, my Lord Secretary Reves another, 
Will. Turner, Thomas Turner's Brother is loſt, Mr. 
x" eſcaped, but his Hauſe-mate, Mr. Watts, 
is loſt. | | 

I came, I told you, on beard this Ship in order 
ro come home, but the People are fo importunate 
with me to ſtay, I know not what to ſay ro them; 
- I muſt undergo great hardſhips if I continue here, 
the Country being broken all to pieces and diliet 


by the Peop 


there were hundreds in that” pl 
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wrack'd and ſunk Houſes, even almoſt while the - 


Earthquake laſted, andtertor and 'amazement were 
upon all the conſiderable People, have gotten great 


Riches. We have had Accounts from ſeveral 
arts of theſe Iflands of the Miſthiefs done © by the 
rthquake ; fram. St. An"ns we, hear "of above 
1000 Actes of Woodland chang'd into the Sea, and 
carried with it whole Plantations, but 'no place 
ſultered like Port Royal ; where whole Streets were 
fwallowed' up by the opening Earth,” and the 
Houtes and Inhabitants went down together, fome 
of them were driven up again by the Sea, which 
aroſe in thoſe breaches, and wonderfully eſcaped; - 
fome were ſwallowed up to the Neck, and then the 
Earth ſhut upon them; '*and ſqueezed them to death; 
and in that manner ſeveral are left buried with their 
Heads above $round, only ſonis Heads the Dogs 
have eaten, otherfafe covered with Duſt and Earth 
/ the People which yer retain in the place, to a- - 
void the ftench .* "Thus Theve told yan a tong and - 


a fad Sfory, and. God knows what worſe may ha 
Xen Yet:, the People rell me, that they hear I 
bellwirigs and noifes in the Mountains, which , 
Takes ſome' very appremeaſive of an 'efuprion of - 
þ 3, F ifs; it will, [ fear, be more deſtruttive than 
the Earthquake. 1 am afraid: to ſtay, and yer I 


led, I muſt live now in a Hutt, eat Yams and Plan- 
tans for Bread, which could Never endure ; drink 
Rumm-Punch and Water, which were never plea- 
| {ing to me. I have writ to ſend a younger pe 

ſon, who may better endure the Fatigue of it than 
I can; but it I ſhould leave them now, it*would 


look very unnatural to leave them in their diſtrefs, 
and therefore whatever I ſuffer, I would nor bave 
ſuch a blame lye ar my door ; and I am reſolv'd, 
That by reaſon of the preſent diſtreſs, to conti- 
nuc with them a Year longer : They are gaing 


know not how, in point of Conſcience, ar fuch a 


juncture as this, 'to quit my Station. 
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